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GENERAL NOTES. 



San Francisco Meeting of the American Association far the 
Advancement of Science and Affiliated Societies, August 2-7, 
1915. — At the Cleveland meeting of the American Association 
for the Advancement of Science in January, 1913, the Council 
of the association voted to hold a special meeting in San Fran- 
cisco upon the occasion of the Panama-Pacific International 
Exposition. The plans for this meeting were placed in charge 
of a Pacific Coast Committee of thirty-one members. At an 
early meeting of the Pacific Coast Committee the date of the 
San Francisco meeting was set for the week beginning August 
2d and terminating August 7, 191 5. Plans have been made to 
hold the general meetings of the association as a whole in the 
Scottish Rite Auditorium in San Francisco. Thru the cour- 
tesy of the two California universities in the vicinity of San 
Francisco, the section meetings and many of the meetings of 
affiliated societies will be held at the University of California, 
Berkeley, and on one day, Wednesday, August 4th, at Stanford 
University, near Palo Alto. 

The following resolution was adopted at the first meeting of 
the Committee on Scientific Program appointed by the Pacific 
Coast Committee : — 

In view of the fact that the occurrence of scientific meetings in San 
Francisco in 1915 is in a manner a part of the celebration commemorat- 
ing the opening of the Pacific to the peoples bordering the Atlantic, it 
seems fitting that the program of meetings held in connection with this 
celebration should relate, as far as possible, to problems of world interest 
which pertain especially to the Pacific area. 

In accordance with this recommendation, it has been possible 
in many cases to arrange for consideration of Pacific problems 
of far-reaching significance by the sections and societies intend- 
ing to participate in these meetings. 

The opening session of the convocation week will occur on 
Monday morning, August 2d. Following the presidential ad- 
dress on Monday evening, a reception will be tendered to the 
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visiting scientists. On Tuesday evening Dr. Fridtjof Nansen, 
of Norway, will present an address upon problems of oceanog- 
raphy. The sessions on Wednesday will be held at Stanford 
University, thirty miles south of San Francisco. Wednesday 
evening has been reserved for informal dinners of various so- 
cieties. Professor R. A. Daly, of Harvard University, will 
present an address on Thursday evening upon the geologic and 
biologic problems of the Pacific Islands, and on Friday evening 
Professor W. B. Scott, of Princeton University, will discuss 
the influence of former separation of North and South America 
on the evolution of the faunas of America. On Saturday 
evening, August 7th, an address will be presented on problems 
concerning the peoples of the Pacific area. 

In addition to the general addresses, intended for all sections 
of the association and all affiliated societies, there will be many 
simultaneous or alternating meetings for the presentation of 
addresses and papers in the principal divisions of scientific 
knowledge, prepared jointly under the auspices of the American 
Association and of societies which are related by common inter- 
est. The following societies have already determined to par- 
ticipate in the San Francisco meeting of the American Associa- 
tion either by holding meetings during the convocation week 
or by meeting in conjunction with sections of the American 
Association : — 

American Mathematical Society, American Astronomical Society, 
Geological Society of America, Palaeontological Society, Seismological 
Society of America, Biological Society of the Pacific, Entomological So- 
ciety of America, American Academy of Political and Social Science, 
American Political Science Association (Pacific Coast Branch), Ameri- 
can Anthropological Association, Archaeological Institute of America, 
American Phytopathological Society, American Genetic Society. Other 
societies will also hold meetings, arrangements for which are not yet 
complete. 

Those intending to contribute papers are requested to send 
the titles to the appropriate committee as soon as possible, and 
to forward copies of their papers with abstracts of contents well 
in advance of the meeting. It will not be possible to place upon 
the program papers which are received by the program com- 
mittees at a date later than July 26, 1905. 
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COMMITTEE ON PROGRAM FOR MATHEMATICS AND ASTRONOMY. 

M. W. Haskell, Chairman, University of California, Berkeley. 
R. G. Aitken, Lick Observatory, Mount Hamilton, California. 
George E. Hale, Mount Wilson Solar Observatory, Pasadena, 

California. 
L. M. Hoskins, Stanford University, California. 
A. O. Leuschner, University of California, Berkeley. 
Sidney D. Townley, Stanford University, California. 

A joint session of the American Mathematical Society, the 
American Astronomical Society and Section A will be held on 
Tuesday, August 3d, at the University of California for the 
presentation of two addresses: "The Human Significance of 
Mathematics," by Professor C. J. Keyser, Columbia University, 
New York; "Recent Progress in the Development of Astro- 
nomical Science," by Dr. George E. Hale, Mount Wilson Solar 
Observatory. 

Following this session, the American Mathematical Society 
and the American Astronomical Society will hold sessions at 
Stanford University and at the University of California. 

MOUNT HAMILTON TRIP. 

On Friday, August 6th, the American Astronomical Society 
and others interested in astronomical research will make an 
excursion to the Lick Observatory, Mount Hamilton. 

MOUNT WILSON TRIP. 

The director of the Mount Wilson Solar Observatory extends 
a cordial invitation to men of science interested in astronomical 
and physical research to visit the observatory either before or 
after the San Francisco meeting of the association. The shops 
and laboratories in Pasadena and the observatory buildings on 
Mount Wilson will be open, and all phases of the work in prog- 
ress can be seen. The Mount Wilson Hotel Company maintains 
a daily auto-stage service between Pasadena and the summit, 
where comfortable accommodations for the night may be found 
at the hotel. If time is limited, the round trip from Pasadena 
can be made in a day. 



The Astronomical Prizes of the French Academy of Sciences 
are this year all awarded to French astronomers. The most 
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notable award is that of the Prix Uamoiseau, which goes to 
M. A. Gaillot, for his revision of Le Verrier's Tables of 
Jupiter. In 1902 the subject set for the same prize was the 
improvement of the Tables of Saturn, while in 1907 the subject 
for the Prix de Ponteconlant was the improvement of the 
Tables of Neptune and Uranus. These two prizes had like- 
wise been awarded to M. Gaillot, who now, at the age of 80 
years, has the satisfaction of completing the great work of 
revising the theory of the four major planets. 

The Prix Lalande goes to M. Joseph-Noel Guillaume for 
the whole of his astronomical work. M. Guillaume began his 
career as an amateur astronomer, but has been connected with 
the Lyons Observatory since 1892. He is known especially for 
his long series of observations of solar phenomena, but has 
also made numerous micrometric measures, as well as observa- 
tions of lunar occultations and of the phenomena of Jupiter's 
satellites. 

The Prix Valz is divided between M. Pierre Salet and 
P. Stanislas Chevalier. The former is an astronomer in 
the Paris Observatory, whose chief researches relate to polari- 
zation phenomena, tho he has also made many contributions in 
other fields. The latter is director of the observatory at Zo-Se, 
near Shanghai, China, and his chief attention has been devoted 
to studies of solar phenomena. 

The Prix Janssen is awarded to M. Jarrv-Desloges, the 
well-known amateur astronomer whose observatory is located 
on the North African plateau, near Algiers, at an altitude of 
1,113 meters. His work has been almost exclusively the study 
of planetary details, particularly those of Mars, and it is for 
the results obtained that the award is made. 

Other awards made by the Academy include a Wilde prize 
of 2,000 francs to M. Schulhof, of the Bureau of Longitudes, 
for his extensive researches on comets and minor planets and 
the following allotments from the Fonds Bonaparte: 3,000 
francs to M. Fr. Croze to permit him to continue his investiga- 
tions of the Zeeman effect in spectra ; 2,000 francs to P. Lai's. 
director of the Vatican Observatory, to assist in the publica- 
tion of a portion of the Carte du del; 2,000 francs to M. 
Trousset, assistant at the Bordeaux Observatorv. to aid him 
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in his studies of the theory of minor planets ; and 4,000 francs 
to M. Andoyeb, of the University of Paris, to allow the con- 
tinuation of the work of preparing new fundamental tables of 
logarithms. 



Attention may again be called to the admirable Observers' 
Handbook, edited by Dr. C. A. Chant and published annually 
by the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada. Many of the 
tables, for example, those of times of sunrise and sunset, are, 
of course, calculated for Canadian latitudes, but other portions 
of the little book will be found convenient by amateur ob- 
servers anywhere in the northern hemisphere. Such are, for 
example, the lists of various objects of interest, — double stars, 
variable stars, the brighter stars in the sky, the predictions for 
the principal meteor showers, and the descriptions of the planet- 
ary motions and of the constellations, arranged according to 
months. Useful charts, on a convenient scale, showing the 
stars to the fifth magnitude are also included. 



Aid to Astronomical Research. — A communication under this 
title of more than usual interest is given by Professor E. C. 
Pickering in Science for January 15, 191 5. Experience with 
the Rumford, Elizabeth Thompson, and other funds having 
shown that great returns may be secured by the use of rela- 
tively small grants of money to suitable persons. Professor 
Pickering addressed a circular letter to twelve of the leading 
astronomers in America. In this letter he requested brief 
statements as to the use that would be made of such 
grants of perhaps one thousand dollars per year for five 
years. 

It is impossible to quote, even in abstract, the replies which 
were received ; for this we must refer the reader to the original 
article. The replies are of great interest in that they show not 
only how much could probably be accomplished by grants of 
this amount, but more especially, in that they give, in large 
measure, a conspectus of the different fields of astronomical 
endeavor which are considered to be of the greatest importance 
by America's leading astronomers. A majority of the writers 
desires additional computers and measurers for the furtherance 
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of parallax programs, and two wish assistants or measurers in 
connection with spectrographic researches. 

"An unexpected result," writes Professor Pickering, "was 
that, in nearly every case, the principal need proved to be for 
assistants. Some preferred one experienced observer, others 
two computers. . . . An astronomer can often direct one or 
two assistants so that they will obtain as accurate results as if 
he devoted the same time to the work himself. A small appro- 
priation may thus double the output of an observatory. . . . 
Even if only a portion of the sum asked for could be provided, 
it is probable that an extraordinary relative output would be 
obtained. It is hoped that, in some cases, those interested in 
a particular observatory may be willing to supply its needs." 



One of the two Royal Medals presented annually by the 
Royal Society of London has been bestowed on Dr. E. W. 
Brown, of Yale University, for his researches on the motion 
of the Moon. • 

Owing to the war the management of the Zentralstelle fur 
Astronomische Telegramme, by agreement with Professor 
Kobold, has been passed over to Professor Elis Stromgren, 
of the Copenhagen Observatory. 



The occupation of Antwerp by the Germans occasioned the 
temporary suspension of the Gazette Astronomique, formerly 
issued by the Astronomical Society of Antwerp. A number 
of English astronomers have given financial assistance, and it 
is intended to resume the Gazette early in January; it will be 
published both in French and English. The minimum sub- 
scription will be five shillings annually, but it is suggested that 
those who feel able and willing to contribute more liberally 
send half a guinea or a guinea as a means of more effectively 
aiding in the rehabilitation of this journal. Subscriptions and 
correspondence should be sent to Felix Le Roy, Honorary 
Secretary, 29 Stamford Street, London, S. E. 



Professor W. S. Adams, of the Solar Observatory at Mount 
Wilson ; M. Henri Andoyer, Professeur a la Sorbonne, Paris, 
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and Director Frank Schlesinger, of the Allegheny Observa- 
tory, were recently elected Associates of the Royal Astro- 
nomical Society. 

We regret to announce the death of Professor N. C. Duner, 
at Upsala, in his seventy-sixth year. His researches covered a 
wide field ; he has made valuable contributions to astronomical 
science in the fields of double stars and variable stars, and 
also in astronomical spectroscopy, but is perhaps best known 
for his spectroscopic studies of the rotation of the Sun. 



Mr. A. Massinger, assistant in the Royal Observatory at 
Heidelberg, died in battle near Ypres on October 21, 1914. 



Drs. Freundlich and Zurhellen, with five other members 
of the various German eclipse expeditions to Russia, being 
reservists in the German army, were not allowed to leave 
Russia, but are detained in Odessa. It is stated in Sirius that 
they have the freedom of the city and are not treated in any 
way as ordinary prisoners of war. From Popular Astronomy 
we learn that Dr. Munch is wounded and a prisoner in France, 
and that Dr. Liebmann has been killed. Professor Bauschin- 
ger is a temporary terminus commander at Strassburg, while 
Professor Schwarzschild is conducting a military meteoro- 
logical station at Namur in connection with the aeroplane 
service. 

At the Philadelphia meeting of the American Association for 
the advancement of Science, Dr. W. W. Campbell was elected 
President of the association, and Dr. A. O. Leuschner Vice- 
President for Section A (Mathematics and Astronomy). 



Among the bequests made by the will of Mrs. Draper is one 
of $150,000 for the Draper Memorial of Harvard College Ob- 
servatory, established in memory of Dr. Henry Draper, her 
husband, whose photographic plates and apparatus are also 
bequeathed to the observatory. 



A cablegram to the daily papers says that when the war broke 
out the Prussian military authorities requisitioned the famous 
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trained horses of Elberfeld. Dr. Vogel, their owner, protested 
and the Royal Academy of Berlin supported the protest. A re- 
prieve was granted, but later the horses were requisitioned for 
an artillery battery and their death on a Flanders battlefield 
has just been announced. It will be remembered that the 
"thinking horses" of Elberfeld were first brought to the atten- 
tion of the public some years ago by their trainer, Herr K. 
Krall, who exhibited them at various places in Germany. — 
Science, December 25, 1914. 



